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United Arab Emirates: Free members of UAE94 and other 
prisoners of conscience 

https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/3058 
 
01-July-2022 
 

 
 
On the anniversary of the verdicts in the mass trial of prominent human rights defenders, 
lawyers, judges, academics and students known as the UAE94, we the undersigned call on 
allies of the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to press the Emirati authorities to immediately and 
unconditionally release all those convicted following a trial that lacked the most basic 
international standards necessary for a fair trial and due process. Many of those who were 
sentenced to ten years in prison are due for release this year, yet are being held past the end of 
their sentences. 
 
Members of the UAE94 are among many prisoners of conscience imprisoned solely for the 
peaceful exercise of their rights to freedom of expression and freedom of association. The UAE 
has failed to conduct an independent, impartial and comprehensive investigation into the 
allegations that members of the UAE94 were subjected to torture and ill-treatment before and 
after their trial, and to bring those responsible for these violations to trial and provide redress 
and compensation to their victims. 
 
On 02 July 2013, the Abu Dhabi Federal Supreme Court issued verdicts convicting 69 of the 
94 defendants, including eight of those convicted in absentia, and acquitted 25 of them. Prison 
sentences ranged between seven and 15 years. Among those convicted are many prominent 
figures in Emirati society, including human rights lawyer Dr. Mohammed Al-Roken, a 
professor of constitutional law and the former president of the UAE’s Jurists Association; 
renowned lawyers and human rights defenders Dr. Mohammad Al-Mansoori and Salem Al-
Shehhi; and human rights defenders Abdulsalam Mohammed Darwish Al-Marzouqi and 
Sheikh Mohammed Abdul Razzaq Al-Siddiq, both of whose children were left stateless after 
their citizenship was revoked by the authorities, leaving them without identification 
documents. 
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The defendants also included Judge Mohammed Saeed Al-Abdouli, a board member of the 
Fujairah Charitable Society; professor of law and former judge Dr. Ahmed Al-Zaabi; human 
rights lawyer and university professor Dr. Hadef Rashid Al-Owais; Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin 
Kayed Al-Qasimi, a senior member of the ruling family in Ras Al-Khaimah; Director of the 
Association for Guidance and Social Guidance, Khaled Al Shaiba Al-Nuaimi; science teacher 
Hussain Ali Al-Najjar Al-Hammadi; former blogger and teacher Saleh Mohammed Al-
Dhafiri; student leader Abdullah Al-Hajri; and student blogger Khalifa Al-Nuaimi. 
 
The signatures of the UAE94 on the reform petition, among 133 men and women from across 
the UAE’s intellectual, legal, human rights and political spectrum, was one of the main reasons 
they were targeted. In the petition, submitted on 3 March 2011 to the President of the State and 
members of the Supreme Council, who rule the seven Emirates, the signatories demanded "the 
election of all members of the Federal National Council by all citizens, as applied in democratic 
countries around the world;" and "amendments to the constitutional articles related to the 
Federal National Council to ensure it has full legislative and oversight powers."  
 
Among other signatories to this historic petition are prominent human rights defender and 
blogger Ahmed Mansoor, currently serving a 10-year prison sentence handed down in March 
2015 for his human rights activism, and woman human rights defender Alaa Mohammed Al-
Siddiq, who passed away in exile in the UK after an unfortunate accident in June 2021. 
 
The response of the Emirati authorities to this reform petition was repressive, reflecting their 
rejection of other opinions and their disrespect for the civil and human rights of citizens. Many 
of its signatories were subjected to all kinds of reprisals, including arbitrary arrest and 
detention, and unfair prison sentences after sham trials on false charges, in addition to having 
their citizenship revoked and their property and assets being confiscated, and being dismissed 
from their jobs. Their family members also suffered similar retaliation. 
 
On 13 September 2021, the UAE Cabinet issued a ministerial resolution adding 38 individuals 
and 13 entities to the government's terror list. The list includes three human rights defenders 
and a researcher who are among those sentenced in absentia as part of the UAE94 group. They 
are, Hamad Mohammed Al-Shamsi, Executive Director of the Emirates Detainees Advocacy 
Center (EDAC), and human rights lawyer and former judge Mohammed Saqr Al-Zaabi, 
former president of the UAE’s Jurists Association who was sentenced in absentia to 15 years 
in prison; and academics and activists Ahmed Mohammed Al-Shaiba Al-Nuaimi and Saeed 
Nasser Al-Tenaiji.  
 
On 25 January 2022, the UN Special Rapporteur on Human Rights Defenders and other UN 
experts wrote to the UAE to express their concern over the inclusion on the above-mentioned 
terrorist list of Al-Shamsi, Al-Zaabi, Al-Nuaimi, and Al-Tenaiji. The UAE government had 
not replied at the time of its publication. 
 
The UAE authorities continue to carry out enforced disappearance, torture, and unjust 
sentences applying laws which are repeatedly used to prosecute human rights defenders, such 
as Federal Law No 2 of 2008, the Cybercrime Law, and the 2014 Law on Combating Terrorism 
Offences, which includes a vague and broad definition of terrorism and allows people to be 
indefinitely detained without charge or court sentencing, and to be held past the end of their 
sentences. 
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Many prisoners of conscience are held after their sentences have been served on the grounds 
that they allegedly pose a threat to state security and are in need of rehabilitation. Prisoners 
scheduled for release are transferred from Al-Razeen Prison to the Munasaha (Counselling) 
Centre, which despite its name signifying tolerance, is simply another building in the same 
prison which is isolated from the other wings. Currently, 17 prisoners of conscience are 
languishing in the Munasaha (Counselling) Centre buildings of the prisons, despite having 
completed their sentences. 14 of them belong to the UAE94. 
 
Prisoners of conscience who are scheduled to be released in the coming months (until 
September 2022) have already been informed that they will not be released but will be subject 
to the so-called "counselling programme".  
 
In September 2021, the European Parliament adopted a wide-ranging resolution which calls 
for "the immediate and unconditional release of Ahmed Mansoor, Dr Mohammed Al-Roken 
and Dr Nasser bin Ghaith as well as all other human rights defenders, political activists and 
peaceful dissidents." It urges the authorities to amend the Anti-Terrorism Law, the Cybercrime 
Law and Federal Law No 2 of 2008, which are repeatedly used to prosecute human rights 
defenders. Furthermore, the Resolution "deeply deplores the gap between the UAE’s claims to 
be a tolerant and rights-respecting country and the fact its own human rights defenders are 
detained in harsh conditions." 
 
We call on the leaders of the UAE’s allies, including the United States, the United Kingdom, 
Canada and EU member states, to urge the UAE authorities to fulfill their human rights 
obligations, and to show true tolerance, the first step being to release all imprisoned human 
rights defenders and other prisoners of conscience. We further call on the UAE to close so-
called "counselling wings" or centres in prison and release all detainees who are being held 
past the end of their sentences, in flagrant violation of their civil and human rights and without 
legal basis. 
 
Signed, 

1. ACAT Belgium (Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture) 
2. ACAT Germany (Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture) 
3. ACAT Italy (Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture) 
4. ACAT Switzerland (Action by Christians for the Abolition of Torture) 
5. Access Now 
6. ALQST for Human Rights 
7. ARTICLE 19 
8. Association for Victims of Torture in UAE 
9. CIVICUS 
10. Cairo Institute for Human Rights Studies (CIHRS) 
11. Committee for the Respect of Liberties and Human Rights in Tunisia  
12. Danish PEN 
13. Democracy for the Arab World Now (DAWN) 
14. El Nadim Center for Rehabilitation of Victims of Violence 
15. Emirates Center for Human Rights 
16. Emirates Detainees Advocacy Center (EDAC) 
17. European Centre for Democracy & Human Rights (ECDHR) 
18. Federal Association of Vietnamese Refugees in Germany 
19. FIDH, within the framework of the Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights 

Defenders 
20. Geneva Council for Rights and Liberties  
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21. Global Voices 
22. Gulf Centre for Human Rights 
23. Human Rights First 
24. Human Rights Sentinel 
25. IFEX 
26. International Campaign for Freedom in the UAE (ICFUAE) 
27. International Centre for Justice and Human Rights (ICJHR) 
28. International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR) 
29. International Service for Human Rights 
30. Kuwait Watch 
31. Lawyers for Lawyers 
32. Lawyers Rights Watch Canada 
33. Libyan Organization for Human Rights 
34. MENA Rights Group 
35. Monitoring Committee on Attacks on Lawyers, International Association of People's 

Lawyers (IAPL) 
36. No Peace Without Justice 
37. PEN Canada  
38. PEN International 
39. Scholars at Risk 
40. Skyline International for Human Rights 
41. Society for Threatened Peoples 
42. Tunisian Association Defending Individual Liberties  
43. Tunisian Association of Democratic Women (ATFD) 
44. Tunisian Association to Support Minorities  
45. Tunisian Coalition against the death penalty 
46. Tunisian League to Defend Human Rights 
47. UIA-IROL (the Institute for the Rule of Law of the International Association of 

Lawyers) 
48. Vigilance for Democracy and the Civic State, Tunisia  
49. We Record 
50. World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT), within the framework of the 

Observatory for the Protection of Human Rights Defenders 
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 نم مھریغو 94 تاراملإا ةعومجم ءاضعأ حارس اوقلطأ :ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا تاراملإا
 يأرلا ءانجس

https://www.gc4hr.org/news/view/3059 
 

 2022-زومت/ویلوی -01
 

 
 
 نع نیزراب نیعفادم مھنیب نمو ،94 تاراملإا ةعومجم ءاضعلأ ةیعامجلا ةمكاحملا يف ةرداصلا ماكحلأا ىركذ لولحب

 ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا تاراملإا ءافلح هاندأ نوعقوملا نحن وعدن ،ةیبلاط رداوكو ،نییمیداكأ ،ةاضق ،نیماحم ،ناسنلإا قوقح
 ةیلودلا رییاعملا طسبأ تدقتفا ةمكاحم بقع نینادملا عیمج نع طرش نودو يروفلا جارفلإل ةیتاراملإا تاطلسلا ىلع طغضلل
 رشع نجسلاب مھیلع مكحُ نمم دیدعلا حارس قلاطإ ررقملا نم نإ .ةمیلسلا ةینوناقلا تاءارجلإاو ةلداعلا ةمكاحملل ةمزلالا

 .مھتایموكحم ددم ءاھتنا دعب نیزجتحم اولاز ام كلذ عمو ،ماعلا اذھ تاونس
 
 يف مھقوقحل ةیملسلا مھتسرامم درجمل اونجسُ نیذلا يأرلا ءانجس نم دیدعلا نیب نم 94 تاراملإا ةعومجم ءاضعأ ربتعی

 دارفأ ضرعت نع ددرت امیف لماشو ھیزنو لقتسم قیقحت ءارجإ يف تاراملإا تقفخأ .تایعمجلا نیوكت ةیرحو ریبعتلا ةیرح
 فاصنإو ةمكاحملا ىلإ تاكاھتنلاا كلت نع نیلوؤسملا میدقتو ،مھتمكاحم دعبو لبق ةلماعملا ءوسو بیذعتلل '' 94 تاراملإا"
 .مھضیوعتو ایاحضلا
 
 نمب ،نیعستلاو ةعبرلأا نیمھتملا نم 69 ةنادإبً اماكحأ ایلعلا ةیداحتلاا يبظوبأ ةمكحم تردصأ ،2013 زومت/ویلوی 2 يف
 نیموكحملا نیب نم .ةنس 15و تاونس عبس نیب نجسلا ماكحأ تحوارت .مھنم 25 ةءارببو ً،ایبایغ نیموكحملا نم ةینامث كلذ يف
 قباسلا سیئرلاو يروتسدلا نوناقلا ذاتسأو ناسنلإا قوقح يماحم مھنم ،يتاراملإا عمتجملا يف ةزرابلا تایصخشلا نم دیدعلا
 دمحم روتكدلا ناسنلإا قوقح نع ناعفادملاو ناریھشلا نایماحملاو ،نكرلا دمحم روتكدلا ةیتاراملإا نییقوقحلا ةیعمجل
 قازرلا دبع دمحم خیشلاو يقوزرملا شیورد دمحم ملاسلا دبع ناسنلإا قوقح نع ناعفادملاو ؛يحشلا ملاسو يروصنملا
 .ةیتوبث قئاثو نود مھنیكرات ،مھتیسنج تاطلسلا تطقسأ نأ دعب ةیسنج لاب مھئانبأ كرُت امھلاكو ،قیدصلا
 

 نوناقلا ذاتسأو ،يلودبعلا دیعس دمحم ةیریخلا ةریجفلا ةیعمج ةرادإ سلجم وضعو يضاقلاً اضیأ نیموكحملا ةمئاق تمض
 خیشلاو ،سیوعلا دشار فداھ روتكدلا يعماجلا ذاتسلأاو ناسنلإا قوقح يماحمو ،يباعزلا دمحأ روتكدلا قباسلا يضاقلاو
 ھیجوتلاو داشرلإا ةیعمج ریدمو ،ةمیخلا سأر يف ةمكاحلا ةرسلأا دارفأ رابك نم وھو ،يمساقلا دیاك نب ناطلس روتكدلا
 ،يریفظلا دمحم حلاص قباسلا ملعملاو نودملاو ،يدامحلا راجنلا يلع نیسح مولعلا سردمو ،يمیعنلا ةبیشلا دلاخ يعامتجلاا
 .يمیعنلا ةفیلخ نودملاو بلاطلاو ،يبلاطلا لمعلا ةداق نم وھو ،يرجاھلا الله دبعو
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 فایطلأا فلتخم نم ءاسنلاو لاجرلا نمً انطاوم 133 نمض ،حلاصلإا ةضیرع ىلع 94 تاراملإا ةعومجم عیقوت ناك
 03 يف تعفرُ ةضیرع يھو .مھفادھتسلا ةیسیئرلا بابسلأا دحأ ،تاراملإا يف ةیسایسلاو ةیقوقحلاو ةینوناقلاو ةیركفلا
 باختناب" اھیلع نوعقوملا بلاط ،عبسلا تاراملإا ماكح مھو ىلعلأا سلجملا ءاضعأو ةلودلا سیئر ىلإ 2011 راذآ/سرام
 لیدعت"و "ملاعلا لوح ةیطارقمیدلا لودلا يف قبطم وھ امك ،نینطاوملا عیمج لبق نم يداحتلاا ينطولا سلجملا ءاضعأ عیمج
 ".ةلماكلا ةیباقرلاو ةیعیرشتلا تایحلاصلا ھل لفكی امب يداحتلاا ينطولا سلجملاب ةلصلا تاذ ةیروتسدلا داوملا
 
 يذلا ،روصنم دمحأ ناسنلإا قوقح نع زرابلا عفادملاو نودملا ةیخیراتلا ةضیرعلا هذھ ىلع نیرخلآا نیعقوملا نیب نم ناك
 ناسنلإا قوقح نع ةعفادملاو ،يقوقحلا ھطاشن ببسب 2015 راذآ/سرام يف ردص تاونس 10 نجسلابً امكحً ایلاح يضقی
 .2021 ناریزح/وینوی يف يواسأم ریس ثداح دعب ةدحتملا ةكلمملا يف ىفنملا يف تفوت يتلا ،قیدصلا دمحم ءلاآ
 
 قوقحل اھمارتحا مدعو رخلآا يأرلل اھترداصم سكعً ایعمقً ادر حلاصلإاب ةبلاطملا ىلع ةیتاراملإا تاطلسلا در ناك دقل
 كلذ لمشو ،رشابملا فادھتسلاا عاونأ ةفاكل ةضیرعلا ىلع نیعقوملا نم دیدعلا ضرعت دقل .ةیناسنلإاو ةیندملا نینطاوملا
 ةیسنجلا طاقسإ ىلإ ةفاضإ ،ةلطاب مھت ةیفلخ ىلع ةیروص تامكاحم دعب ةرئاجلا نجسلا ماكحأو ،يفسعتلا زاجتحلااو لاقتعلاا

 .مھرسلأو مھل فئاظولا نم لصفلاو ةدصرلأاو كلاملأا ةرداصمو ،مھنم ددع نع
 
 باھرلإا ةمئاق نمضً انایك 13وً ادرف 38 ھیف جردأً ارارق يتاراملإا ءارزولا سلجم ردصأ ،2021 لولیأ/ربمتبس 13 يف
 نمضً ایبایغ مھیلع موكحملا نیب نم نم ثحابو ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادم ةثلاث ةمئاقلا مضتو .ةموكحلا اھدمتعت يتلا
 ناسنلإا قوقح يماحمو ،تاراملإا يلقتعم ةرصانم زكرمل يذیفنتلا ریدملا ،يسماشلا دمحم دمح مھو 94 تاراملإا ةعومجم
 ؛ًاماع 15 نجسلاب ایبایغ ھیلع مكح يذلا ةیتاراملإا نییقوقحلا ةیعمجل قباسلا سیئرلا ،يباعزلا رقص دمحم قباسلا يضاقلاو
 .يجینطلا رصان دیعسو يمیعنلا ةبیشلا دمحم دمحأ نیطشانلاو نییمیداكلأا كلذكو
 
 مدختسُت يتلا نیناوقلا قیرط نع ةرئاجلا ماكحلأاو بیذعتلاو يرسقلا ءافخلاا تاسرامم ذیفنت ةیتاراملإا تاطلسلا لصاوت
 نوناقو ،ةینورتكللإا مئارجلا نوناقو ،2008 ةنسل 2 مقر يداحتلاا نوناقلا لثم ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادملا ةاضاقملً ارارم
 ریغ لجلأ نجسلا يف صاخشلأا ءاقبإب حمسیو باھرلإلً اضافضفوً امھبمً افیرعت نمضتی يذلا 2014 ةنسل باھرلإا ةحفاكم
 .مھتایموكحم ةدم ءاھتنا دعب مھزاجتحابو ،يئاضق مكح وأ ةمھت نود ىمسم
 
 نیرخآ ءاربخو ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادملاب ينعملا ةدحتملا مملأل صاخلا ررقملا بتك ،2022 يناثلا نوناك/ریانی 25 يف
 قباسلا باھرلإا ةمئاق ىلإ ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادم جاردإ ىلع جاجتحلال ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا تاراملإا ىلإ ةدحتملا مملأا يف
 .نایبلا اذھ رادصإ خیرات ىتح ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا تاراملإا ةموكح درت مل .يجینطلاو ،يمیعنلا ،يباعزلا ،يسماشلا مھو ،اھركذ
 
 ىلإ ةجاحب مھنأبو ةلودلا نملأً ادیدھت مھلیكشت معزب مھدض ةرداصلا ماكحلأا ةرتف ءاھتنا دعب يأرلا ءانجس نم دیدعلا زجتحُی
 نم مغرلا ىلع يذلا ،ةحصانملا زكرم ىلإ نیزرلا نجس نم مھنع جارفلإا ررقملا ءانجسلا لقن متی امً ابلاغ .لیھأتلا ةداعإ
ً انیجس 17ً ایلاح عبقی .ىرخلأا ةحنجلأا نع لوزعم ھنكل ھسفن نجسلا يف رخآ عطاق درجم وھف ،حماستلا ىلع لدی يذلا ھمسا
 .94 تاراملإا ةعومجم ىلإ مھنم 14 يمتنی .مھتایموكحم ددم ءاھتنا مغر ةحصانملا زكرم عطاق يف يأرلا ءانجس نم
 
 لب ،مھنع جارفلإا متی نل ھنأ 2022 لولیأ/ربمتبس ىتحو ةلبقملا رھشلأا يف مھحارس قلاطإ ررقملا يأرلا ءانجس غیلبت مت دقل

 ."ةحصانملا جمانربب" ىمسی امل نوعضخیس
 
 نع طورشملا ریغو يروفلا جارفلإا" ،ىلإ وعدی قاطنلا عساوً ارارق يبورولأا ناملربلا دمتعا ،2021 لولیأ/ربمتبس يف
 نییسایسلا ءاطشنلاو ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادملا عیمجو ثیغ نب رصان روتكدلاو نكرلا دمحم روتكدلاو روصنم دمحأ
 يداحتلاا نوناقلاو ةینورتكللإا مئارجلاو باھرلإا ةحفاكم نیناوق لیدعت ىلع تاطلسلا رارقلا ثحی ".نییملسلا نیضراعملاو
 ةدشب فسأی" ،رارقلا نإف ،كلذ ىلع ةولاع .ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادملا ةاضاقملً ارارم مدختسُت يتلاو ،2008 ةنسل 2 مقر
 يف نوزجتحم ناسنلإا قوقح نع اھیعفادم نأ ةقیقحو قوقحلا مرتحتو ةحماستم ةلود اھنأب تاراملإا معازم نیب ةوجفلل

 ".ةیساق فورظ
 
 داحتلاا يف ءاضعلأا لودلاو ادنكو ةدحتملا ةكلمملاو ةدحتملا تایلاولا كلذ يف امب ،ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا تاراملإا ءافلح ةداق وعدن
 ةوطخلاو ،يقیقحلا حماستلا راھظإو ،ناسنلإا قوقح لاجم يف اھتامازتلاب ءافولا ىلع ةیتاراملإا تاطلسلا ثح ىلإ ،يبورولأا
 تاراملإا ةلود وعدن امك .يأرلا ءانجس نم مھریغو نینوجسملا ناسنلإا قوقح نع نیعفادملا عیمج حارس قلاطإ يھ ىلولأا
 ءاھتنا دعب نیزجتحملا عیمج نع جارفلإاو ،نوجسلا يف زكارملا وأ "ةحصانملا ةحنجأ" ىمسی ام قلاغإ ىلإ ةدحتملا ةیبرعلا
 .ينوناق دنس نودو ةیناسنلإاو ةیندملا مھقوقحلً اخراصً اكاھتنا لكشی امم ،مھتایموكحم ددم
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 نوعقوملا 
 ایلاطیإ – بیذعتلا ءاغلإ لجا نم نییحیسملا ةكرح .1
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