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Oral Statement to the 48th Session of the UN Human Rights Council from Lawyers’ 
Rights Watch Canada (LRWC), Lawyers for Lawyers (L4L), International Association of 
Democratic Lawyers (IADL), International Service for Human Rights (ISHR), Union 
Internationale des Avocats (UIA), International Bar Association’s Human Rights 
Institute, and The Law Society of England and Wales, NGOs in consultative status, and 
endorsed by the National Union of Peoples’ Lawyers (NUPL) in the Philippines 
 
Philippines: Halt the attacks on lawyers and human rights defenders 
 
Madame President,  
 
This is a joint statement. We deplore the ongoing pattern of murders and attacks against lawyers 
and human rights defenders in the Philippines.1 Impunity for attacks against lawyers undermines 
the rule of law by depriving people of their right to legal representation to seek remedies for 
violations.  
 
Since 2001 at least 197 members of the legal profession have been murdered. Killings of lawyers 
have escalated since President Duterte took office in July 2016. Since then there have been at 
least 58 prima facie work-related murders of jurists – lawyers, judges and prosecutors2 – with 
only a handful of investigations leading to prosecutions. There have also been numerous murders 
and attacks against defenders.3  
 
Despite two Council resolutions in 2019 and 2020, initiatives by the Philippines Supreme Court, 
and a UN joint programme agreed in July 2021,4 extrajudicial killings in the Philippines 
continue. The Philippines government has expressed a refusal to cooperate5  with the recently 
authorized investigation by the International Criminal Court.6 Vilification and “red tagging” of 
defenders continues.7 
 
Impunity for extrajudicial killings must be stopped. We urge the Council to establish an 
adequately-resourced international investigative mechanism to collect and preserve evidence of 
extrajudicial killings and other serious human rights violations in the Philippines. 
 
Thank you. 
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