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Law Versus Digital Technologies:  
A Necessary Alliance?
Legal, Economic and Environmental Opportunities  
and Challenges

BRUSSELS  BELGIUM

Friday, September 30 & Saturday, October 1, 2022

Seminar presented by the UIA with the support of the Brussels Bar,  
in collaboration with hub.brussels, the Brussels Agency for Business Support

With a welcome cocktail on Thursday September 29 #UIABrussels

Including a  
workshop on the 

consequences of Brexit, 
for companies (taxes, 
intellectual property,  

contracts, etc.)

The UIA would like to thank 
the following partners:



We live in a world of profound change. Technologies such as the 
Internet of Things, robotics, 3D printing, blockchain, and artificial 
intelligence are changing our environment and influencing our way 
of thinking by pushing back the boundaries of what is possible ever 
further and ever faster.

For us lawyers, this rapid and constant evolution not only disrupts our 
daily professional life, but also raises a major question: how do we 
integrate these innovations into our legal system without it losing its 
coherence, and how do we benefit from the opportunities they offer 
without jeopardizing our fundamental rights and the rule of law? 

The seminar will highlight some of the implications of these deve-
lopments for our clients and for us in various fields, as well as the 
responses to the issues they raise.

Mark your calendars now, save the date and make sure to register!  
We are looking forward to welcoming you to Brussels!

Introduction

Vinciane GILLET 
President of the UIA Belgium national committee
Gillet-Lex 
Brussels, Belgium
T +32 2 742 02 04
v.gillet@gillet-lex.be  

Nicole VAN CROMBRUGGHE 
Faber Inter Legal 
Brussels, Belgium
T +32 2 373 09 10
n.vancrombrugghe@faberinter.be  

Jean-François HENROTTE 
UIA Director Digital Strategy
Lexing 
Liège, Belgium
T +32 4 229 20 10
jf.henrotte@lexing.be 

organising 
committee

Bringing Together the World’s 
Lawyers

UIA is the global and multi-cultural organisation for 
the legal profession, established in 1927 and now with 
members in 110 countries. UIA facilitates professio-
nal development and international exchange of infor-
mation and ideas, promotes the rule of law, defends  
the independence and freedom of lawyers worldwide,  
and emphasizes friendship, collegiality and networking 
among members.

Join the world’s largest international 
network of lawyers
and benefit from a 50% discount on your 
membership fee during the seminar!

Promote  
THE RULE  
OF LAW

Develop  
YOUR  

NETWORK

Deepen  
YOUR  

KNOWLEDGE

Thursday, September 29

19:30     Welcome Cocktail  
ATOMIUM
Pl. de l’Atomium 1, 1020 Brussels



PROGRAMME

08:30 – 09:00   Registration of Participants

Maison de la Poste (Tour & Taxis) 
Rue Picard 5/7, 1000 Brussels

09:00 – 09:30   Welcome and Opening of the Seminar

• Pascal SMET, Secretary of State of the Brussels-Capital Re-
gion, responsible for Urbanism and Heritage, European and 
International Relations, Foreign Trade and Fire fighting and 
Emergency medical Assistance, Brussels, Belgium
• Hervé CHEMOULI, UIA President, 2C Avocats, Paris, France
• Emmanuel PLASSCHAERT, President of the French Brussels 
Bar (l’Ordre français des avocats du barreau de Bruxelles), 
Brussels, Belgium
• Bernard DERVEAUX, President of the Brussels Bar - Dutch 
language section (Nederlandse Orde van Advocaten bij de Balie 
te Brussel), Brussels, Belgium
• Vinciane GILLET, President of the UIA Belgium national com-
mittee, Gillet-Lex, Brussels, Belgium 

09:30 – 10:00   Introduction 

• Jérémie VAN MEERBEECK, Judge at the Brussels French-spea-
king court of first instance (currently delegate to the Brussels 
Court of Appeal) and visiting professor at Saint-Louis University, 
Brussels, Belgium

10:00 – 11:00   Environment 
Nature, a legal entity? An overview of successes and avenues 
for reflection.

Moderator:
• Emmanuel DAOUD, President of the UIA Business and Human 
Rights commission, AARPI VIGO, Paris, France

Speakers:
• Marie TOUSSAINT, Member of the European Parliament and 
environmental activist, France
• Diana ALVAREZ, Tierra Digna, Bogota, Colombia
• Mari MARGIL, Executive Director of the Center for Democratic 
and Environmental Rights - CDER, Spokane, WA, USA 
• Baptiste MORIZOT, Philosopher, writer and lecturer in philo-
sophy at the University of Aix-Marseille, France

11:00 – 11:20   Coffee Break

11:20 – 12:20   Intellectual Property 
Cryptocurrency and intellectual property. How can NFT’s (non- 
fungible tokens) contribute to a parallel economy for artists 
and authors? 

Moderator:
• Françoise CARLIER, Newton Law, Zaventem, Belgium

Speakers:
• Margriet KOEDOODER, De Vos & Partner Advocaten, Amsterdam,  
Netherlands
• Tom DE BLOCK, Solution architect, Chairman of the AIOTI WG 
on Distributed Ledger Technologies and EU-OS TWG on Data 
Interoperability, Co-founder of the BFO, Brussels, Belgium

• Trees DE BRUYNE, Innovation Manager, Curator, Sustainabi-
lity Rebel with a cause & CEO at Bark.today, Rotselaar, Belgium
• Pieter Jan VALGAEREN, Valorisation Advisor at Hogeschool 
PXL - Art curator, Sint-Lambrechts-Herk, Belgium	

12:20 – 12:50   Workshop on the Consequences  
of Brexit, for Companies (Taxes, Intellectual Property,  
Contracts, etc.)
As you Sow, so Shall you Reap – How Brexit Brought Absurdity 
into the Relationship of Law and Technology

• Stephen SIDKIN, Counsellor to the UIA President, UIA 
Membership Director, Fox Williams LLP, London, United Kingdom
Participants will then have the opportunity to continue the  
debate and exchange with the speaker and other experts on 
the consequences of Brexit.

12:50 – 14:00   Lunch 

14:00 – 15:30   International Sales  
Data as currency and sale of digital content.

Moderator:
• Carlo PILTZ, Piltz Legal, Berlin, Germany

Speakers:
• Fanny COTON, Lexing, Liège, Belgium
• Benjamin DOCQUIR, Osborne Clarke, Brussels, Belgium
• Kimberly FRIESEN, The Data Lawyers, Amsterdam, Netherlands
• Bastiaan BRUYNDONCKX, Lydian, Brussels, Belgium

15:30 – 16:00   Coffee break 

16:00 – 17:30   Contracts 
“Big Tech” responsible business conduct. Transparency and due 
diligence obligations for online platforms and safer space for  
online users’ fundamental rights.

Moderator:
• Diego SALUZZO, President of the UIA Agrifood law commis-
sion, Grande Stevens Studio Legale, Turin, Italy

Speakers:
• Carlos RAMIREZ, Reese LLP, New York, NY, USA
• Mariaelena GIORCELLI, Buffa Bortolotti & Mathis, Turin,  
Italy
• Eliana SILVA DE MORAES, Vice President of the UIA Health 
Law commission, Silva de Moraes & Associés, Paris, France / 
Sao Paulo, Brasil
• Janice F. MULLIGAN, President of the UIA Health Law com-
mission Mullgan, Banham & Findley, San Diego, CA, USA

17:30 – 18:00   Synthesis/Q&A 

19:30   Optional Dinning Cocktail  

Cercle Gaulois
Rue de la Loi 5, 1000 Brussels

Friday, September 30 



PROGRAMME

08:30 – 09:00   Registration of Participants

Maison de la Poste (Tour & Taxis) 
Rue Picard 5/7
1000 Brussels

09:00 – 10:15   Fundamental Rights
Videoconference hearings and proceedings and fundamental 
rights.  

Moderator:
• Thierry BONTINCK, Daldewolf, Brussels, Belgium

Speakers:
• Alex TALLON, Past President of the Brussels Bar - Dutch language 
section, Miles Legal, Brussels, Belgium
• Sophie VAN BREE, Deputy magistrate at the Court of Appeal 
of Brussels, Belgium
• Etienne LESAGE, President of the UIA Criminal law commission, 
Lesage Avocats, Paris, France

10:15 – 10:30   Coffee Break

10:30 – 12:00   Future of the Lawyer  
Can lawyers be peacemakers and will zoom hearings save the 
day? 
A roundtable on the development of virtual litigation and 
the perks and pitfalls of alternative dispute resolution and  
mediation. 

Moderator:
• Michel FORGES, Faber Inter Legal, Brussels, Belgium

Speakers:
• Kato AERTS, Lydian, Antwerp, Belgium
• Eva KNIPSCHILD, ReulingSchutte, Amsterdam, Netherlands
• Gerard JAMES, William Fry LLP, Dublin, Ireland
• Pierre JUNG, Ngo Jung & Partners, Paris, France

12:00 – 12:30   Closing Remarks 

Saturday, October 1st  

Nous accompagnons les cabinets d’avocats 
dans l’amélioration de leur performance 

organisationelle au travers de leur 
transformation digitale.

www.secib.be | info@secib.be | +32 4 277 70 20



* The VAT (21%) can be applied to the amount stated above according to the European Directive 
2006/112/CE of November 28, 2006. If you provide an EU VAT ID number, the VAT will not be charged. 
For more information, please contact the UIA. 
** Please attach proof of age to the registration form to benefit from young lawyers fee.

Please note that the number of places at the seminar is limited. The organisers reserve the right to refuse 
registrations in the event of excess applications.

In order for your name to appear in the list of participants, which will be distributed during the seminar, 
your registration form must be received by September 15 at the latest. An updated electronic list will be 
sent by email to all the participants after the seminar. 

	

*Amounts exclusive of VAT 
	 On or before	 From 

	 August 31	 September 1st

UIA MEMBER 	   € 240*	   € 290*	

UIA MEMBER - YOUNG LAWYER (<35)** 	   € 200*	   € 220*

NON-MEMBER 	   € 260*	   € 310*

NON-MEMBER - YOUNG LAWYER (<35)**	   € 200*	   € 220*

general 
information
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Citadines Ste Catherine (3*) – at 1,3 km from the Seminar Venue – Quai au Bois à Brûler 51, 1000 Brussels
Single room:  EUR 104 / Double room: EUR 114
Breakfast and VAT (6%) included, city tax (€ 4,24 per person/per night) excluded.

The President Hotel (4*) – at 1,1 km from the Seminar Venue – Blvd Roi Albert II 44, 1000 Brussels
Single room:  EUR 129 / Double room: EUR 144
Breakfast and VAT (6%) included, city tax (€ 4,24 per person/per night) excluded.

Thon Hotel City Centre (4*) – at 1,6 km from the Seminar Venue – Avenue du Boulevard 17, 1210 Brussels
Single room:  EUR 110 / Double room: EUR 130
Breakfast and VAT (6%) included, city tax (€ 4,24 per person/per night) excluded.

DoubleTree by Hilton Brussels City (5*) – at 1,7 km from the Seminar Venue – Rue Gineste 3, 1210 Brussels
Single room:  EUR 165 / Double room: EUR 180
Breakfast and VAT (6%) included, city tax (€ 4,24 per person/per night) excluded.

Maison de la Poste (Tour & Taxis)
Rue Picard 5/7, 1000 Brussels

  

SEMINAR VENUE

The working languages will be 
English, French and Dutch with  
a simultaneous translation.

LANGUAGE

  

HOTEL RESERVATION

Fees include:
• �Attendance at all working sessions	 • Seminar documentation
• �Welcome cocktail on September 29	 • Lunch on September 30
• �Coffee breaks on September 30 & October 1st

• The dinner on Friday, September 30 is optional and at additional charge.

REGISTRATION FEES

Every participant attending the 
seminar will receive a “Certificate 
of Participation” at the end of the 
event that may be used to obtain 
“Credits” for “Continuing Legal Edu-
cation” – “Continuing Professional 
Development” purposes, depending 
on national rules. 
BELGIUM:
Avocats.be: 8 points have been 
granted for Sept. 30 and 3 points 
for Oct. 1st. 
OVB: in process (6 points for Sept. 
30 et 3 points for Oct. 1st).

CONTINUING LEGAL 
EDUCATION

For assistance, the UIA partnered up with the Brussels Booking Desk, a local support of the Brussels’ Hotel Community and visit.
brussels. Book directly at one of the hotels at walking distance. Discounted room rates have been negotiated for you, availability  
secured until the beginning of September.
Check availability and book online here: 
https://secure.hotel.visitbrussels.be/event/uia-international-association-of-lawyers/congress/search
Your contact person: Wim Nicolaï, local accommodation expert / E-mail: w.nicolai@brusselsbookingdesk.be / T +32 478 68 65 00

The available hotels are:



UIA           T +33 1 44 88 55 66           F +33 1 44 88 55 77            uiacentre@uianet.org            www.uianet.org

  CANCELLATION CONDITIONS 
All cancellations will be subject to a 50% deduction and will have to be sent 
in writing, to be received by the Union Internationale des Avocats no later 
than August 30, 2022. 

No refund will be made for cancellations received after this date.

VISAS
Anyone who requires a visa invitation letter in order to attend the seminar 
should register and pay their registration fees no later than August 30, 2022 
to ensure there is enough time to obtain a visa. 

All cancellations will be refunded in full, minus €50 + VAT to cover adminis-
trative costs, provided that the UIA has received the registration documents 
and total registration fees no later than August 30, 2022.

If you register after this date, only 50% of the amount paid minus €50 + VAT 
to cover administrative costs will be refunded for cancellations due to visa 
refusals.

All cancellations due to a visa refusal must be sent in writing and reach the 
UIA before the seminar. Cancellations must be accompanied by a proof of 
visa refusal.  

If your visa is issued after the seminar date or if you do not have proof of 
visa refusal, you will not be entitled to a refund.

COVID-19
For any cancellation of onsite participation after August 30, 2022, a credit  
voucher or a full refund of the registration fees* will be offered in the  
following cases:

•� if you test positive for Covid-19 less than 14 days before the Seminar 
(a medical certificate or a proof of positive test result will be required);

• �border shutdown by French government or by your country’s govern-
ment;

• if country where you live is under lockdown.

For any other reason, the standard cancellation policy will apply.

(*) If you wish, part of the amount paid for the seminar can be carried 
forward to another UIA event or refunded.

Should the onsite seminar be cancelled due to Covid-19 concerns, parti- 
cipants will be able to request a credit voucher or a full refund of their 
registration fees.

If a virtual alternative is offered, part of the amount paid for the onsite 
seminar can be used for the virtual seminar. The remaining amount can 
be carried forward to another UIA event or refunded.

cancellation and general conditions

  GENERAL CONDITIONS 

All registrations received by the Union Internationale des Avocats (UIA) along 
with the full payment of fees corresponding to the events selected will be 
confirmed in writing. 

The UIA reserves the right to cancel or postpone the seminar to a later date, 
change the seminar venue and/or programme, make any corrections or mo-
difications in the information published in the seminar programme and can-
cel any invitation to participate in the seminar, at any time and at their entire 
discretion, without having to provide any reasons for the same.

Neither the UIA, nor any of its managers, employees, agents, members or re-
presentatives shall be held responsible for any loss or damage, of any nature, 
suffered (directly or indirectly) by a delegate, accompanying person or a third 
party following any cancellations, changes, postponements or modifications.

The UIA strongly advises participants to subscribe to modifiable and/or re-
fundable services, as well as to take out a cancellation insurance. 

Neither the UIA, nor any of its managers, employees, agents, members or 
representatives shall be held responsible for any loss or damage, of any na-
ture whatever, suffered (directly or indirectly) by a delegate or accompanying 
person, except in case of death or personal injury due to gross negligence by 
the UIA.

The contractual relations between the UIA and each participant (delegate or 
accompanying person) in relation to the seminar are subject to French law 
and jurisdiction, to the exclusion of any other law. Paris is the city of juris-
diction.

FORMALITIES  
It is the responsibility of participants to ensure compliance with police,  
customs and health formalities for their journey. Participants unable to take 
part in the seminar because of their inability to take a flight or any other 
means of transportation due to being unable to provide the documents  
required (passport, visa, vaccination certificate, etc.) cannot claim any  
reimbursement.

FORCE MAJEURE
“Force majeure” means any events external to the parties, of both an unfo-
reseeable and insurmountable nature that prevents either the client or the 
participants, or the agency or service providers involved in organising the se-
minar, from executing all or part of the obligations provided for in the present 
agreement. By express agreement, such will be the case in the event of a 
strike affecting the means of transport, hotel staff, air traffic controllers, an 
insurrection, a riot or any prohibition whatsoever decreed by governmental 
or public authorities.

It is expressly agreed that for the parties, a case of force majeure would sus-
pend the execution of their reciprocal obligations. At the same time, each of 
the parties shall bear the burden of all the expenses incumbent upon them, 
resulting from the case of force majeure.

HEALTH 
The organisers decline any responsibility in case of any health problems exis-
ting prior to the seminar that may lead to complications or be aggravated 
during the entire period of the stay: pregnancy, cardio-vascular problems, any 
allergies, special diets, any disorders under treatment and not yet consoli-
dated on the day the seminar starts, psychic or mental or depressive illness, 
etc. (Non exhaustive list).

PERSONAL DATA PROTECTION
The personal data that you communicate to us shall be processed by the  
International Association of Lawyers (UIA – Union Internationale des Avo-
cats), with its registered office at 9 rue du Quatre-Septembre, 75002 Paris 
(Tel: +33 1 44 88 55 66 - Fax: +33 1 44 88 55 77 - privacy@uianet.org), in 
accordance with Act No. 78-17 of January 6, 1978 relating to data, files and 
freedoms and Regulation No. 2016/679 on data protection, as of its entry into 
force on May 25, 2018. Your data will be managed by UIA’s General Services, 
Events and Accounts Section:

• �For the purpose of administering your registration for the event and 
your on-site access to the event;

• �In order to pay for the selected services - your bank details will be dele-
ted after receipt of your payment;

• In order to communicate information messages from UIA.

To the extent necessary for the execution of their respective tasks, our 
subcontractors in charge of our seminar organisation, our IT infrastructure, 
our management, the production and maintenance of our website and extra-
net, are likely to gain access to your data from time to time. Their servers are 
located in the European Union.

Data relating to your participation in the event shall be stored for a period 
of 10 years. We are obliged to archive billing data until the end of the period 
required for our tax and accounting obligations, i.e. for 7 full tax years. We 
shall store your contact information to keep you informed until you ask us to 
stop. You have the right to access your data and have it corrected if necessary.

You may object to any processing of your data undertaken by us for the pur-
poses of our legitimate interests. If you wish for more information, or to lodge 
a complaint, please contact CNIL (French Data Protection Authority).



Register online at: www.uianet.org
or please complete and return this form, by email to: uiacentre@uianet.org

UIA (International Association of Lawyers) 
Tel: +33 1 44 88 55 66  ■  Fax: +33 1 44 88 55 77  ■  Email: uiacentre@uianet.org  

Family Name: ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

First Name: .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

UIA Identification number (if you already have one):          M I __ __ __ __ __ __

Firm: ...................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Address: ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Post Code: ...............................................................................................................City: .............................................................................................................................................................

Country: ...........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Tel: ............................................................................................................................... Fax: ..............................................................................................................................................................

Email: .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Date of Birth: ................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

EU VAT ID–Number: .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Special requests (special diet, allergies, handicap…): ......................................................................................................................................................................................

Arrival/departure times & flight numbers: .............................................................................................................................................................................................................

Hotel: .................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

SEMINAR REGISTRATION FEES

** Please attach proof of age to the registration form to benefit from young lawyers fee.

Law Versus Digital Technologies: A Necessary Alliance? 
brussels, belgium               friday, september 30 & saturday, october 1st, 2022

REGISTRATION FORM

* The VAT (21%) can be applied to 
the amount stated above according 
to the European Directive 2006/112/
CE of November 28, 2006. 

If you provide an EU VAT ID num-
ber, the VAT will not be charged. 
For more information, please contact 
the UIA. 

	

*Amounts exclusive of VAT 
	 On or before	 From 

	 August 31	 September 1st

UIA MEMBER 	   € 240*	   € 290*	

UIA MEMBER - YOUNG LAWYER (<35)** 	   € 200*	   € 220*

NON-MEMBER 	   € 260*	   € 310*

NON-MEMBER - YOUNG LAWYER (<35)**	   € 200*	   € 220*



     B. FORUM SOCIAL ACTIVITIES

Please indicate below whether you plan to attend the following events included in the cost of your registration. 

q  Welcome Cocktail – Thursday, September 29		  q  Lunch – Friday, September 30

     C. OPTIONAL DINNING COCKTAIL

(not included in the registration fees)

q  Optional Dinning Cocktail – Friday, September 30 

                • Please book ............. person(s) for the dinning cocktail	 € 50 (Excl. VAT) x __ / pers   ……................… €

TOTAL (C) (Exclu. VAT)    €  ……................……

     D. TOTAL

TOTAL (A) Excl. VAT – Registration Fees 	 €  ……................……

TOTAL (C) Excl. VAT – Optional Dinning Cocktail	 €  ……................……

	 Total (A + C) Excl. VAT   €  ……...............……

	 VAT if applicable (21%)*   €  ……...............……

If you provide an EU VAT ID number, the VAT will not be charged.

	 TOTAL (A + C + VAT if applicable)*   €  ……...............……

* The VAT (21%) can be applied to the amount stated above according to the European Directive 2006/112/CE of November 28, 
2006. If you provide an EU VAT ID number, the VAT will not be charged. For more information, please contact the UIA. 

     E. CANCELLATION CONDITIONS AND GENERAL CONDITIONS

I, the undersigned, confirm having read and accepted the cancellation policy and the general terms and conditions given on page 6 of 
the registration programme. My registration will only be taken into account after receipt of my payment. 

The participant is aware that his/her image and/or voice may be recorded or filmed during the entire duration of the seminar and, by 
signing this registration form, grants UIA the right to use, reproduce and distribute the concerned images and recordings by any known 
or unknown means and on all types of media, for an unlimited duration, completely free of charge. 

The undersigned acknowledges having been informed of the processing of the personal data contained in this form by UIA, as detailed 
on page 6 of the registration programme.

     F. METHOD OF PAYMENT

q  �By bank transfer in €, without charges to the payee, in favour of the Union Internationale des Avocats,  
quoting “2022 Brussels Seminar”, to the following bank and account:

	 Société Générale – Paris Elysées Entreprise – 91 avenue des Champs Elysées – 75008 Paris – France

	 BIC / SWIFT N°: SOGEFRPP 		  IBAN: FR76 3000 3033 9200 0503 4165 164

     Kindly attach a copy of your bank transfer order to your registration form

q  By credit card:		 ❍  Visa 			   ❍  Mastercard 

	 Card N°:  _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _   _ _ _ _                              Expiry date:  _ _ / _ _		              3 digits:  _ _ _

	 Name of card holder: ........……….......……………....................................………………

I authorise the Union Internationale des Avocats to debit the above mentioned credit card in the amount of € (EUR) ............................ 

Date: ................. � ................. � ................. 				    Signature: ..................................................................


